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After a protracted and sometimes acrimonious public debate, the UK Government outlawed 
hunting with dogs when the Hunting Act received Royal Assent in 2004.
In the same year, the Belvoir Hunt Ltd was established as a private company in the Melton 
Borough of Leicestershire for the purpose of ‘hunting, trapping and related service activities’.
On several occasions in recent years, the supporters and employees of the Belvoir Hunt have 
been in the courts and in the news for a range of public order and animal welfare offences. These 
include: in 2016, two employees of the Belvoir Hunt attacking a retired police officer, resulting in a 
broken neck. They later pleaded guilty to charges of grievous bodily harm, theft, criminal damage 
to property and assault causing actual bodily harm; and in 2018, the Head gamekeeper of the 
Buckminster Estate was found guilty of Animal Welfare offences after keeping a fox captive in a 
brick shed a day before the Belvoir Hunt was due to meet nearby.
For many years, the Belvoir Hunt has been associated with Grantham partly as a result of the 
annual Boxing Day meet. This event has been the subject of much controversy and negative news 
coverage in recent years. Supporters claim that the event raises money for good causes but in 
2018 the event’s contribution to the Mayors charity was a paltry £88.82. Meanwhile the 
organisational costs to the public purse e.g. for preparation, policing and cleaning, were much 
higher.
It is time for the Council to firmly disassociate itself from the Belvoir Hunt Ltd whose activities 
continue to bring the town, the Charter Trustees and the District into disrepute.

Council resolves:

1) To refuse permission for use of SKDC assets for any activity connected with the Belvoir 
Hunt (This is to include all land and property which is owned or managed by the Council).

2) To refuse any discretionary licence application relating to activities of Belvoir Hunt including 
event licences and so-called ‘charitable’ street collections.

3) To ensure that all costs associated with preparation, management or clearing up after 
activities connected with the Belvoir Hunt are recovered from the organisers.

4) To refuse and withhold any other non-statutory support for the Belvoir Hunt.
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